UCFL RULES

RULE 1: - The League shall be called the United Churches Football League of Ireland and shall be open to amateur clubs within the area defined in the constitution of the Republic of Ireland and who shall be affiliated to the Football Association of Ireland and Leinster or other divisional associations playing under the laws of the game.

RULE 2: - To be eligible for membership of the League, a club should possess a private ground with suitable dressing accommodation duly approved by the League, but the Executive Committee may grant permission to a team to play on a public ground if it is satisfied that the applying club is not in a position to procure a private ground, in which case other rules applying to play on a private ground shall not apply. The Executive Committee shall examine the credentials of all clubs seeking membership and shall have the power to accept or reject any application.

RULE 3: - The Annual General Meeting of the League shall be held not later than 30th June each year, and all registered players of the League shall be entitled to attend. Any team failing to send a representative, who must sign the attendance book provided, shall be fined. Each team shall have one vote and two thirds of the teams in attendance shall form a Quorum. Seven days notice of the meeting shall be given and the Agenda shall be:

a) Minutes of last Annual General Meeting

b) Honorary General Secretary's Report

c) Honorary Treasurer's Statement of Accounts, duly audited

d) Election of President, Vice President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary General Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Fixtures Secretary, Assistant Honorary Secretary and five other members.

e) Election of Honorary Vice-Presidents, who shall not have the power to vote.

f) Election of two Honorary Auditors.

g) Any other relevant business admitted by the Chairman.

RULE 4: - Nominations for any Office in Rule 3(d) shall be received in writing by the Honorary General Secretary at least fourteen days before the date of the Annual General Meeting. In the event of insufficient nominations being made, the Chairman may permit nominations to be made at the Annual General Meeting.

The Executive Committee shall consist of those named in Rule 3(d) all of whom shall be entitled to vote, the Chairman of the meeting having a casting vote. The persons elected shall hold office until the following Annual General Meeting.

Any vacancy arising on the Executive Committee during its term of office shall be filled by co-option by that Committee. Nominees for election to any office or Committee in Rule 3(d) must be from clubs who have been members of the League at least five years.

RULE 5: - The business of the League except that which is delegated to the Executive Committee shall be conducted by the Management Committee consisting of the Executive Committee and one representative from each team in membership. The Management Committee shall meet on the first Thursday of each month, or on such other day or days as the Management or Executive Committee may decide during the playing season. Any club failing to send a representative, who must sign the attendance book provided, shall be fined. The Executive Committee shall have all the powers herein vested in the Management Committee between meetings of the Management Committee. At its first meeting after the Annual General Meeting, the Executive Committee shall appoint such sub - Committees and representatives to the various other affiliates as the Executive Committee shall consider necessary to further the well being of the League.

RULE 6: - The Annual subscription to the League shall be decided at the first Management Meeting of the season. All subscriptions shall be payable, in full, before the 1st October in each season. The Executive Committee shall have the power to suspend or take whatever disciplinary action as they see fit against any club, whose subscription is unpaid after that date. Clubs, in debt from a previous season, seeking re-admission, must clear the debt on application before being re-admitted. Exceptions may only be made where the Executive deem it appropriate to do so. Such matters may be reported to the Leinster Football Association and/or Football Association of Ireland, according to rule.

RULE 7: - The Honorary Treasurer shall take charge of the funds on behalf of the League and shall cause true accounts to be kept of all monies received and expended. He shall cause such Banking and Investment accounts to be kept in the name of the League. All payments shall be made by cheque, which shall be signed by any two of the following: The Chairman, the Honorary General Secretary, The Honorary Treasurer. The Executive Committee must pass all such payments. The Honorary Treasurer shall give financial reports at meetings of both the Management and Executive Committees. The financial year shall end not later than the 31st May each year.

RULE 8: - The Executive Committee may arrange representative matches to be played each season and for this purpose shall appoint a Selection Committee of three and a Team Manager who will be responsible for training and final selection of the team. The Team Manager to report and be responsible to the Executive Committee.

RULE 9: - A vote of at least two thirds of the Management Committee present and voting shall be necessary to rescind any minute of the Executive Committee. The Management Committee cannot rescind any decision of the Executive Committee except on notice of motion given in writing to the League Honorary General Secretary at least fourteen days prior to a meeting.

RULE 10: - The Executive Committee shall deal with protests. Any club player or club official dissatisfied with a decision of the Executive Committee shall have the right of appeal to the Leinster Football Association according to rule, and thereafter to the Football Association of Ireland.

RULE 11: - The Executive Committee shall fix dates and venues for all matches, time of kick-off, etc., and shall have power to deal with all disputes arising thereto.

RULE 12: - No team shall have the power to cancel or postpone a fixture without the consent of the Executive Committee. Notice of such an application in writing, giving full

details thereof, must reach the League Honorary Fixtures Secretary ten days preceding a match. The Emergency Committee, consisting of the Chairman, Honorary General Secretary, Honorary Fixtures Secretary and Honorary Treasurer, shall deal with applications in exceptional circumstances received later than the aforesaid ten days and their decision shall be binding. The required fee must accompany all applications for postponement. Any team found guilty of a breach of this rule or a team giving a walk over may be fined and shall forfeit the points for the match. If the Executive Committee are satisfied that the playing of the match was prevented under circumstances which they deem to be unavoidable they shall have the power to remit the said penalty and / or refix the match.

RULE 13: - A club representative on the Management Committee shall not be entitled to a vote on any matter concerning his own club.

RULE 14: - All cases of rough play shall be dealt with by the Executive Committee with the sanction each season of the Leinster Football Association. Any player or official reported and found guilty of ungentlemanly conduct may be suspended and /or fined, subject to the right of appeal as defined in rule 10 hereof.

RULE 15: - Applications for membership of the League shall be made before 7th June each year and the divisions shall be open to all grades. A player who has played five matches or more in the F.A.I. National League, the Intermediate or a League of equal status may be reinstated by the Executive Committee to play in these divisions. Such an application to be made in writing through his proposed club.

RULE 16: - Any player who has played more than five matches in the Premier or first division of this League and/or a League of equal or higher standing in the current season, must be reinstated by the Executive Committee before playing in the 2nd or subsequent divisions.

A player shall be entitled to play a further five matches in the aforesaid divisions and/or Leagues subsequent to his reinstatement before again becoming ineligible. Any reinstated player who has played five consecutive games in the 2nd or subsequent divisions without having played during that period in a higher grade of football will be considered an eligible player and for the purpose of this rule will not be classified a reinstated player. No team shall play more than three reinstated players at any one time.

RULE 17: - Players must be registered on forms supplied by the League which must be in the hands of the League Registrar at least twenty-four hours prior to kick off in any match, or bear postmark indicating time of posting. Each form must be accompanied by the relevant fee, which will be lodged, to the League Development Fund. Forms cannot be accepted before 1st June in any season. All registered players shall be over 15 years of age on 1st September in any season.

RULE 18: - Any player who has been registered by another club whether in this League or any other League affiliated to the F.A.I. must obtain a transfer signed by both clubs before being eligible to play in this League. Transfer forms must be in the hands of the League Registrar at least twenty-four hours prior to a match or bear official postmark indicating time of posting. No transfer shall be permitted after 31st January in any season.

RULE 19: - The current search fee shall apply for three named players and the same fee for every subsequent three players. These amounts, payable on application, shall be charged to any team seeking information relative to players, registrations, transfers and reinstatements. Searches shall be made in the presence of a member of the Executive Committee.

RULE 20: - Protests must be sent by registered post to the League Honorary General Secretary within two clear days (Sundays and Holidays excluded) of the date of playing the match on which the protest arises and must be accompanied by the appropriate fee returnable if the protest is upheld. At that same time an exact copy of the protest must be sent by registered post to the Secretary of the team protested against. A further period of 48 hours after receipt of the protest shall be afforded the club protested against to lodge a cross protest which shall also be accompanied by the appropriate fee. In the event of the protest being upheld, the Executive Committee shall either-

a) Award the match to the protesting club and/or

b) Fine the club protested against and/or

c) Re-fix the match and/or

d) Award the match to either club.

RULE 21: - If a member of the Management Committee has any doubt as to the qualifications of any player taking part in a match, such member must make the complaint in writing 48 hours after the playing of the match. The Management Committee or the Executive Committee shall call upon such a player, or the club for which he played, to prove that he is qualified according to the rules. Failing satisfactory proof, the Executive Committee may deduct three points from the offending club. No points shall be awarded to the opposing club unless a protest has been lodged and upheld. The member questioning the eligibility of a player or players must give his reason for so doing.

RULE 22: - Referees fees shall be as agreed by the F.A. I. Referees Committee. Half fees only shall be payable in the event of the ground being unplayable.

RULE 23: - Referees' cards shall be completed and signed by a responsible club official (to whom reference may be made) before every match and must contain the full Christian and Surnames as registered on the player's registration form lodged with the League. Players' jersey numbers must correspond with that of the player nominated on the match card.

RULE 24: - In the event of a League match being unfinished owing to darkness or other causes, the Executive Committee shall have the power to: -

a) Allow the score to stand

b) Re-fix the match in its entirety

c) Award the points to either club

d) Play the remainder of the match.

RULE 25: - Every club shall register its colours. In the event of two clubs on a fixture having the same registered colours, the home team shall change. The home team shall provide goal nets and corner flags and they shall properly mark out the ground. The home team shall supply the ball for the match and shall have a second ball available. The home team shall take the gate receipts in any League match.

RULE 26: - The League may be divided into divisions at the discretion of the Executive Committee. In the event of two or more teams tying for the Championship or runners-up, a test match or matches shall be played. Goal average shall not apply in deciding any such competition.

RULE 27: - The Management Committee reserve the right to promote cup competitions (knock-out) and the competitions shall be under F.A.I. Rules and shall be confined to League teams only.

RULE 28: - Properties of the League shall be vested in trustees, who shall be the Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary General Secretary for the time being. The Executive Committee shall be indemnified by the League against any financial loss experienced in exercising their official duties.

RULE 29: - Clubs holding trophies shall be liable for same and shall make good any loss or damage caused to them. The League at the expense of clubs holding them shall insure trophies.

RULE 30: - Clubs shall be required to keep minutes of all their meetings showing the name and dates of the election of officers and members and shall produce their books and documents for inspection at any time the Executive Committee requires. Any infringement of this rule may render a club liable to suspension or fine.

RULE 31: - Any player indebted to a club for the current or previous season may be reported by his club to the Executive Committee of the League and if the Executive Committee are satisfied that the claims are reasonable they may place such a player on suspension.

RULE 32: - The Management Committee shall have the power to deal with any matter not covered by these rules and these rules cannot be altered, annulled or added to except at the Annual General Meeting, or a Special General Meeting called for the purpose. Seven days notice shall be given for all General Meetings and any proposed alterations shall be given on the notice convening the meeting. Any alterations of these rules shall be passed by a three-fourths majority of those present and voting. A Special General Meeting shall be called upon receipt by the League Honorary General Secretary of a requisition signed by the Honorary Secretaries of not less than two thirds of the clubs in membership of the League and any such requisition shall be accompanied by a remittance of € 55.00 to defray the cost of the meeting.

RULE 33: - The position of the League funds, should the League cease to exist shall be: after provision has been made for the Insurance of Trophies for a period of five years, all monies shall be divided amongst the clubs then in membership of the League and the amount allocated to each club shall depend on the length of time it has been in membership of the League. A receipt for all such monies signed by the Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer of the club concerned, shall be a good and sufficient discharge to the League whose responsibilities shall thereupon cease.

RULE 34: - The Executive Committee at commencement of each season will fix fines.

IRISH LIFE CHALLENGE CUP RULES

RULE 1: - This cup shall be called the Irish Life Challenge Cup.

RULE 2: - The competition shall be annual and open to all teams competing in The United Churches Football League. All teams shall be deemed to have entered unless notice to the contrary is given in writing to the League Honorary General Secretary on or before 1st October each year.

RULE 3: - Each team shall pay an entrance fee as fixed by the Management Committee to be paid before the 1st Round of the competition is played.

RULE 4: - Each player taking part in the competition shall be a registered member of his club for at least two full weeks immediately prior to any match in the competition and he must have played at least two matches in The United Churches League competitions in the current season.

RULE 5: - No player can play for more than one team in the competition.

RULE 6: - The competition shall be played on a knockout basis, each round being drawn by ballot. The first drawn team shall have choice of venue, and in the case of a replay their opponents shall have the choice. The semi-finals and final to be arranged by the Executive Committee at suitable venues. The League to be responsible for the financing of the semi-finals and final.

RULE 7: - In the event of two clubs having similar colours, the home team shall change. The home team who shall properly mark out the playing pitch shall provide goal nets and corner flags. In the preliminary rounds, gate receipts shall be divided equally between the two competing teams after expenses have been paid.

RULE 8: - In addition to the Cup, the Executive Committee may present Medals or other Trophies to the winners and runners-up in the final tie.

RULE 9: - All appropriate rules of The United Churches League shall apply to this competition.

RULE 10: - Each team may nominate up to 16 players for each round of this competition. From this nomination, any 14 players may play.

LESLIE REYNOLDS CUP RULES

RULE 1: - This cup shall be called the Leslie Reynolds Challenge Cup

RULE 2: - The competition shall be annual and open to teams competing in the 2nd divisions of The United Churches Football League. All teams so eligible shall be deemed to have entered unless notice to the contrary is given in writing to the League Honorary General Secretary on or before 1st October each year.

RULE 3: - Each team shall pay an entrance fee as fixed by the Management Committee of the League to be paid before the 1st Round of the competition is played.

RULE 4: - Each player taking part in the competition shall be a registered member of his club for at least two weeks immediately prior to any match in the competition and he must have played at least two matches in The United Churches League competitions in the current season.

RULE 5: - No player can play for more than one team in the competition.

RULE 6: - The competition shall be played on a knockout basis, each round being drawn by ballot. The first drawn team shall have choice of ground but in the case of a replay their opponents shall have the choice. The semi-finals and final to be arranged by the Executive Committee at suitable venues. The League to be responsible for the financing of the semi-finals and final.

RULE 7: - In the event of two teams playing in similar colours the home team shall change. The home team who shall properly mark out the playing pitch shall provide goal nets and corner flags. In the preliminary rounds, gate receipts shall be divided equally between the two competing teams after expenses have been paid.

RULE 8: - In addition to the Cup, the Executive Committee may present Medals or other Trophies to the winners and runners-up in the final tie.

RULE 9: - All appropriate rules of The United Churches League shall apply to this competition.

RULE 10: - Reinstated players who have played in a higher competition during the two weeks prior to any match, shall not be eligible to play in that tie.

THE SIDNEY BEDLOW CUP RULES

RULE 1: - This cup shall be called the Sidney Bedlow Challenge Cup

RULE 2: - The competition shall be annual and open to teams competing in the 3rd divisions of The United Churches Football League. All teams so eligible shall be deemed to have entered unless notice to the contrary is given in writing to the League Honorary General Secretary on or before 1st October each year.

RULE 3: - Each team shall pay an entrance fee as fixed by the Management Committee of the League to be paid before the 1st Round of the competition is played.

RULE 4: - Each player taking part in the competition shall be a registered member of his club for at least two weeks immediately prior to any match in the competition and he must have played at least two matches in The United Churches League competitions in the current season.

RULE 5: - No player can play for more than one team in the competition.

RULE 6: - The competition shall be played on a knockout basis, each round being drawn by ballot. The first drawn team shall have choice of ground but in the case of a replay their opponents shall have the choice. The semi-finals and final to be arranged by the Executive Committee at suitable venues. The League to be responsible for the financing of the semi-finals and final.

RULE 7: - In the event of two teams playing in similar colours the home team shall change. The home team who shall properly mark out the playing pitch shall provide goal nets and corner flags. In the preliminary rounds, gate receipts shall be divided equally between the two competing teams after expenses have been paid.

RULE 8: - In addition to the Cup, the Executive Committee may present Medals or other Trophies to the winners and runners-up in the final tie.

RULE 9: - All appropriate rules of The United Churches League shall apply to this competition.

RULE 10: - Reinstated players who have played in a higher competition during the two weeks prior to any match, shall not be eligible to play in that tie.

RICHARD KNIGHT TROPHY

This cup is confined to teams in the Premier and First Divisions and the Irish Life Challenge Cup rules apply, (except rule 2 insofar as it refers to "all teams")

SHIELD COMPETITIONS

These competitions shall be run under the Rules of the League and shall be open to all teams in membership thereof.

